
Codes and Zoning Committee Meeting: Minutes 
Tuesday, October 6, 2020  7:00 pm   at the community center 

 

Members present: 

Landon Gulley  Ken Buckmaster  Sam Edwards 

Dwight Jewell  Cal Dickey   Shane Burton 

John Oliver   Steve Whittaker 

 

Not present:  

Gary Walsh   Mayor Chambers 

 

Others: 

David Nollner  Tommy McFarland  Mike Dies (local contractor) 

Chris Gregory (with the Vidette) 

 

Meeting called to order. 

Minutes of the last meeting read and approved. 

 

Old Business: 

-The first order of business was to elect officers for the next year. There was a motion by Shane 

Burton to retain the officers from last year. Second by Steve Whittaker. Passed. 

-The meeting was turned over to Codes Inspector Sam Edwards who discussed the proposed 

ordinance that would let the county adopt the suggested residential building code from the state. 

Mr. Edwards read the ordinance and explained it to the committee. He noted that the option to 

require sprinklers in new housing was not in this ordinance. The group then discussed whether 

we should include it or not. Mr. Jewell noted that if we include the sprinkler option, it would need 

a two/thirds majority vote to pass, not a simple majority.  

In the discussion it was felt by some that this would make our county a leader in what will likely 

become a statewide requirement in the future. We would be ahead of the curve and could be a 

bragging point for a small county such as ours. Mr. Buckmaster had gone around the county and 

asked a large number of new homeowners their opinions. The majority felt that sprinklers were a 

good idea and they wished that they had the option of putting them in their homes…most of these 

were homes built as spec houses and the purchaser was not able to make that decision. Mr. Gulley 

had researched here and in surrounding counties and felt that the estimate for installation was 

more than we had originally been quoted and that it was difficult to find someone certified to do 

the installation. Mr. Oliver was in favor of the sprinklers but stated that in his opinion, this really 

should be the decision of the entire commission rather than just this committee. Mr. Jewell spoke 

in favor of the sprinklers. Local contractor Mike Dies spoke to the group and expressed the opinion 

that builders had enough to fool with as it was and that this would put a strain on their ability to 

build a house in a timely manner. He said that it was difficult to find a person to do the work and 

if you did, it was weeks before they could do the job. Mr. Burton asked Mr. Buckmaster, because 

of his fire department experience, if sprinklers would save lives and save people’s homes. He said 

it would and Mr. Burton stated that was good enough reason right there to add the sprinkler option 

to the ordinance.  

Motion by Jewell to send the ordinance to the full commission with the understanding that 

sprinklers would be required in new home construction. Second by Burton. Passed.  

It was agreed that a second ordinance would be prepared in case the sprinkler option was not 

approved by the full commission as the county needs to have an updated building code. The 

ordinance would need to be voted on at two successive commission meetings. 

 

There being no new business, the meeting was adjourned. 


